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MT DEAR SIRf 

The intimate knowledge I possess of your sincere regard for the 
moral and political welfare of your country, and the sound and 
manly judgment you are capable of exercising upon the practical 
association of morals and politics in affairs of legislation, induce 
me to address to you the following letter. 

It treats, upon a subject to whicli> -however important in itself, 
the habits of your life have never perhaps excited much attention 
in your mind ; but I presume to think that you can scarcely fail 
to be interested by the extensive mischiefs which it involves 5— 
mischiefs indeed of a magnitude little suspected by many of those 
who may be said to promote them. 

I must nevertheless adiftk^tiMtt, itolwithstanding my conviction 
of the extent of your philanthropy, I certainly owe you some 
apology for wishing to make you a party in a discussion^ from 
which it is no common ground of congratulation to have been 
hitherto entirely free ; — for there are few subjects on which a 
contrariety of opinion is maintained with greater violence than on 
the Game Laws. Both parties argue with the feelings of injured 
individuals ; and, as is usual in such cases, both have some ground 
of complaint. But public morals, and the peace and good order 
of the country, present still more serious grounds of objection to 
those laws, as they no\j: stand ^ on the statute book, than private 
interests, or the actual tl^idiridn of soCi^ty. In suCh a BtSWexrf 
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Aings it is difficult tx> take an impartial view of the subject, and 
still more difficult to impress it upon the minds of others. The 
feelings, first, of those who suffer from the plunder of what may 
fairly be considered as their property ; — next, of those who are 
indignant at being precluded from amusements and enjoyments to 
■which they think that their station in life entitles thdm ; — and, 
lastly, of such at look with horror at the long train of vice and 
immoraKty which can clearly be traced to its origin in the prohi- 
bitions of the 'Game Laws ;— all diese feelings, and their combina- 
tions, introduce a degree of blind zeal and ill-hUmour into any 
discussion of the subject, which is singularly inimical to a beneEctal 
practical result. 

Notwithstanding these difEculties, recent circumstances induce 
me to make the attempt, in the huntble hope of lending some 
assistance to the cause of good order and morality. 

A distressing event, whirfi has lately taken place in my own 

neighbourhood,' has revived in my mind reflections which have 

frequently passed through it, on the tendencies of the Game Laws j 

and 1 am more 'than ever convinced that an impartial review of 

their principle, dbjects, and eiFects, shouM scarcely fuil to gain the 

•ssent of all parties to considerable alterations. More especially 

may tills result be expected, if, as I think, it can be shown that the 

alterations proposed would tend to conciliate and to promote the 

interests of all parties concerned : — that they would, at One and 

the same time, increase the quantity of game for the sportsman ; 

extend the enjoyments connected with the possession of game to 

^ those whom the progress of society has raised into a station to be 

.^entitled to them ; and also immediately check, and ultimately 

annihilate, the moral and political evils resulting from the present 

^prohibitions. I do not, however, wish to disguise my opinion, 

^diat it is the extent of these last which imperatively calls for the 

' interference of the legislature, and of all persons who have the 

^least regard for the welfare of their country. The e»tent and 

'^ro^ress of the evil cannot be conceived by those who are not 

Jconveriant with the lower ranks in the country villages. From 

extensive observation and inguiry, I believe in mj conscience, that 

 ■'■■t^tlMdeto (he recetit homicide of a Uespcratc and notoriiviis [loaclier, 
wliokl'tdDstitute iifOB the p&riib  wife amt several children. 
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it is not too much to assert that three fourths of the crimes whi 
bring so many poof men to the gallows hat^ their first origin i 
the evil and irregular habits, necessarily introduced by the aim 
irresistible temptations held out|in consequence of the prohtbitia 
of the game laws, to a nightly breach of their enactments. 

This I can safely declare of my own knowledge,-^that o{ i^ 
numerous country villages with which I am slcquainted, no^oi 
lexists in which the profligate and licentious characters may b 
tnu;e the first and early corruption of their habits to this caVise 
.And, I think, it will soon be acknowledged that the wondor i 
not,, that so many are corrupted, but that %o many escipe 4 
temptations necessarily consequent upon a set of prohibition 
enacted for one state of society, but by the lapse of time, ar 
change of circumstances, rendered perfectly inapplicable to i 
actual condition. Truly this is no object of petty legislation < 
insignificant detail. The moral habits of the universal populatic 
are deeply implicated in it. The safety of every description < 
rural property is ai much concerned. The peace of society an 
fhe security of individuals are no less endangered. We scarce! 
take Up a country newspaper without seeing a long list of proprii 
tors associating for mutual assistance in prosecuting and punishin 
, tfae depredations of their poorer neighbours. How comes it th; 
it never occurs to these gentlemen, that this general depravations 
habits must have soihc moral cause ? — and that they would Sa^ 
themselves much trouble, and do the state good service, if the 
would associate to prevent the evil rather than to punish it, 1 
weaken or remove the cause rather than vaiiily to oppose i 
necessary effect ? 

1 believe it may truly be said that, in a free country, a populatior 
corrupted by temptations necessarily involved in the enactment& c 
the laws themselves, cannot be restrained from ofi^ending by> an 
counteracting severity in those same laws; and it is not.a littl 
surprising that laws of this Jesuitical character should not b 
expunged^by acclamation from the code of any free state. 

The application of the Game Laws to the poor of Enghind i 
conclusive upon this point. They constitute one of the few act 

^ The experience of every impartial im^istn^tev of eirecy, J^Agcbf^^ assize 
win fCNTtil^ thisaoMrtit^^ ;-7'||)ai(ijg i^wl^Pfl bave ppenly J^S^JW^ A'lv » 
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oE tlBS-n<£nf!ous dtscriptioti yet remaining iinaltered on our statute 
^Ih»^ aad in the full vigour of their mischievous opnation' upon 
.die' temper and morals of the people. 

I proceed to justify the severity of these remarks by a brief 
detiil of the prinoi[de, objects* and efi«cfs of the Game Laws ; 
and shall coticlade with some attempt to point out an efficient 
Temedy. 

The /Vi/icipfe <rf the Game Laws is abstractedly a very fair 

, one; namely, to secure to those, at whose expense the animals are' 

" reared and support!^ the enjoyments accruing from the possession 

. of them. To accomplish tliis end, the specific olgecls of die Laws 

seem to have been, 1st. To preserve to the Proprietors of Land the 

amasement of sporting : — .2dly, To affijrd to the higher ranks of 

ioaetj, to vhom alone it is i^ any value, the luxury of game at 

their tables. Now these are certainly reasonable objects. It !s of 

. the highest ifhportance to the welfare of the people and to the good 

iofthe-state, that landed gentlemen should reside upon their jiro- 

. pft^es. It is therefore matter of sound policy to secure ro t^em 

the enjoymepts which will make such residence agreeable, as fatr 

aff it can be done without injustice to others. And surely it^ can 

never be called unjust to preclude a stranger from destroying 

animals for his own profit, which have been reared and preserved 

at the expense of the landed proprietor. Again, the possession of 

gtme, as a luxury for the table, is ^solutely of no value to persons 

of the lower sort r they annex no idea to a dead hare or partridge,J>ut 

its value in money. Since therefore there is neither game enough 

in any country either to a^rd the amusement of sporting to the 

, whole population, or to affiird articles of food to all ranks of society, 

: k seems perfectly fair that those, who by natural justice haVe- no 

- rij^ to the article, and to whom it is in fact of little or lio value, 

diouM be the party debarred from udcing it. By the principles of 

: e^ity ix ia evident that a stranger has no more right to the wild 

animals, bred and fed on my property, at my expense, than he lias 

, to d» tame animals in my poultry yard. In either case lie could 

only entitle! himself \a the possession of them by agreement or 

purcliase. 

' "'Theprindpliffand tAjects then of the jGame La«s bemg fair 

and reascAlkt^j let'^fts 'pminA' t&'ltlquire'howfar'dlflirtpvdteat 
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enactments are calculated to produce the effects intended ; 
what specific effects they do actually produce. As to the privi 
of sporting, it may be said in* general terms that a man t 
possess (^his own, according to his tenure, from 100/. to 150 
year in land in order to be quaTified to carry a gun, or to use t 
for the purpose of killing game. Now according to the pre 
system of society, this appears hard to the occupiers of large t 
of land, and to gentlemen of pecuniary fortunes, who are prec 
« ed from a privilege to which their rank and station entitle tl 
and the possession of which would of cours||^e very agreeal^ 
them. A rich merchant or tradesman, for example, as the 
now stands, cannot by hiring a tract of land of any size bee 
privileged to sport upon it ; and the same may be said of an < 
lent farmer t This appears somewhat contrary to natural just 
for in either case the animals would be reared and sustained at 
expense of the party prohibited from all usufruct in them* 
as the occupier may nevertheless prevent any one else from coi 
on the ground in his occupation to kill game, ic would appea 
libis case to be the property of no one } or rather, by a cui 
arrangement of legislative foresight, to be reserved for the sole 
of an individual, who is debarred from touching a feathei? ir 
wing. 

It is not however with a view to expose inconsistencies of 
kind that I trouble you with this letter. Would that the 
involved no greater evil I I shall beg you however to beai 
circumstance in niind, as the remedy I shall presently propose 
the more serious absurdities will also wipe out all these It 
faults. 

I shall therefore proceed to the main subject of my argun 
involved in the second object of the Game Layrs \ which ha 
view — <«To afford to the higher ranks of society the luxur; 
Game at their tables." 

In the agricultural state of society, in which England was fc 
when the Game Laws assxmied their present shape, enactm 
prohibiting the sale of Game, and confinii^ the privilege of ta 
it to the landed proprietors, might fairly enough be said to ] 
fulfilled diis second object. The gentry of England, those 
exercised hospitality, and who kept a table, were almost exclusi 




?3 ^ Oiwe ima- «9i 

jWwH WOptwtpih ,01 tkk c«wi#:»ion*,i-T«. thill th«» tns so »«■ 

t9.1taT?!£aine »t h(S t^e* yr^ w^a prwltfcfed from l»flK£td mean! 

. ,. Sut ti9.<fr st^utf tbv c^W f^Ce tbe ciui^« introduced inta 
^QQietjr bf cimranw Apd n^tufitcSMefc hy tbe inctease of gi»at 
.^ilfloput^t towQS.filWd wi^OfttrcliwiUand other ciliaciu, whs 
|UFeb4i)|i4t?)r.tlwiE sbitinm ?(id occupatuws ta ex«rciite a libecal 
bpspit^ity^ %n*l fSpetHUy to auppott.a sreli>^>poiiU»d table, af 
which tH? 4|)p44r4(icC! of guns U but a reasonable induigence i 
JHOiJt. U c^WioC bv de>ied dot three fourths, of the Intimate cou- 
MWTfi o^g«ineii> the pseteitf day caaoaly. procure it by tempt*- 
ifi^ othens to 3 poutive bataeh of c^ laws; for they caa get it by 
m Ptfa^t iQOWll wcept by pMwHuc bom thog^ who .employ the 
fiQKRtry poacher ip »ln)oiit ewiy raral filing* i" t^ kingdom, or 
ffVTUpt tbe ■latid-ovneT'B gamekeeper^ oa half the extamive pro^ 
pffftiet of EngUndt to take it for tJism. And what is, ifpoasble, 
1|ti|l ipore ahiiud, unfutt, and ituanadifiii the other pants oC thii 
IK>t«ble anangemem, while -the po^terei, tha poacher, and th« 
ganiid[e«per, ure appsed to heavy and minoiu penalties £or telUng 
thiB game* the vltimate piirckasec ot c^nsumf r, who is certainty 
^ prini? mover of the whole trahsaotion, offands against no law 
whatsoever (at least ygaiaat no human law) ia placing the almost 
inesistible temptation, in their way. 

I say " the almost irresistibit tenjptation" because no fair-mind- 
ed man can disguise from himself that when three fourths of a 
commraiity are debarred by law From any privilege to which tjiej 
have an equitable claim, which it is also within their power (q 
establish, even )inder the protection of those very prohibitory l^ws j 
that in such a case the laws will be overlooked, aqd a c^stop^ 
established in opposition to them too powerful to be resisted. 

By parity of reasoning it is idle tq assert that monied ^entlemeUf 
purchasers of game, ought not so to tempt poulterers and their 
agents to break the laws- Strictly true as the assertion is, they 
will be very apt to answer to the landholders, that their reproach 
is but miserable cant so long as the ta^ps prohibit the ageqts of the 
moiiied interest from legal me^ns of prQguring that to which ihey 
themselves have an equitable gjaipi, whenever ii supciQiiity of it 
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^^e^no|^ f/EH^^H^t^M^ fiC^ll lltf»e ivho can afifofd td<4$^ iA 
f^^\jj^n,:'m9^^ of^ M9^in^9 agatfist all eaiperiefi6e atid^)^)^ 
fc^Uit;;! t];^4ti^pu)d POt ;be:sddjaad purchased iclr diieit l^^flil 
c^^siitfpii to a mi^ alsiwvd iaad ipipncticable law^ ^whkh aliti^ 
ei^jro^ die very tfan3fer k>piobibks^^^t ^hoidd radier b«- di^Mj 
ihfi^9^hi\fr ought(^t:Foremaia unaltered sa Ittde adaplNld^'^o AS 
cl^i^g[e-tbalr^s taken plfMse in seciety, and idik^b jnuk fdf ^^^ 
|v^ii)-tl^.way ^^tbepffooderaoalmost irresistible tempt^tSoit^%d 
cofpn^ tbe.vcrry . offence >of'Wbi<dt it enacts the punishments ^'<*^ 
.If^he.pjbt^ptpir^ f^^ find fair Jaw k to j9r«ivn^tiie.cdin^&^> 
s^f^ of ^Q ofTenc^e^ it is difficult to ^spsak . in teims of meaSutM 
inf|iji|^^ariK^C€ifnii2g iStatutes, which atone and the saiM^ titiic 
bo^jaff^ff^^wdpumsA the same crimen < To^be both - unjust zM 
vf^giiftml, i^ almpst as {pceat a reproach as any law can be stUiiHid 
uritl^j^ h>it it.ia.bynQ means the foulest to which the present G^QKhl 
JLaws are obnoxious : for I diink it.^uite indisputable that they ai:^ 
not only unjust as they tempt to the commission of the offence whicl 
they severely punish % not only ineffectual, as they have no tewden^ 
to prevent the commission of the offence itself; not only absurd ai 
teiiding to raise the ptice of game in the market by the additioni 
miide to its cost on account of risk and jpenalties ; — ^but that the] 
are^^^bove an, grossly wicked, as &eir chief positive consequenq 
h the general destruction of the morals of the rural populatiQn, 
wMch like the <« stout peasantry* itself, 

" When once destroyed, can never be supplied.*' 

I trust it will scarcely be necessary to, enlarge upon their destruc 
tive moral tendency further than briefly jto detail ^ects wiiicl 
almost every country newspaper must have made familiar to m\ 
readers. Discontent against their superiors is one of the firs 
effects produced by th6 Game Laws among the lower orders 
FiakKhghkiiseir employed as the ageiit to transfer the property c 
one rich man to another, who is obnoxious to no punishment fo: 
receiv&i^ it, the poacher, wheri discovered arid convicted, perceiv 
in^ ftittaself to be thfe only victiih, is tempted to think that there i 
one law^ i<5r thfe rich' and artdthef foir the poor ; an bbsert^aiioi 
which a poacher iiiade in niy pteseiice the other thay. ThJs'^et 
ing^^^fe ^ardUlly foiteitd by his empfoyersj vfho studiously te|)te- 



y^' 






PAM PHLET BINDEt 
ZZI Svrac«is«, N. Y. 



Stockton. Collf* 



















4ftl 
fztt 

] 

h 



Mtfr^orsMi^. 10 atlKiic it^^ c«mhilf nd man catl hav^ iMi^ 

^Ijigly^^t ]«fMttiible:€lftim to: it except by^pufchsrsey^ArhbitkHS had ttb 
al^^ie^f in« \i^^xpefise :itf tttting and '^(iivBefymg it. ^ PtWjti«it' 
l?l^%^1^99^ c>f'^lM^' pfi^ce^^fiiur^en, ahd bomidde^) are the imttn^F 
T^fi^U pfithe^contkuial codbestr wfaick^e kept idive in a pirish, 
b|^^9«^eitn d^r<mt(paltiotii>of jt» 4n?d^ Hie regdlar 

^^^s^Tv ^M may be: called^ of GamdEeepefs and their as»9taiitr 'aire -: 
assailed m tlietr nigbtfy brrouae by the irregular ttrkilleur^ ef ' thie ' 
ba^^^cf ponehers; and tl» sftvage ^pim and consequeiiees' bf^'a 
ygf^ Qf 'p9$t$ aiie. perpetuated^ m every tiliage. All moral ^ideas dF^ 
Ti^t atid wroog >are confeimded; all Is^ of the 'spirit c^petfei^*' 
and htimamty are banished from the breaiStid of 'the conte^dirig - 
'pitl^^i and eisen the shedding of a neighbour's bk>od i^ consider ' 
ed>ii¥(t3ter ef triumph amoi^ their sevcfral tfdvocate8,>^As the poer"^ 
s^t?a of a profligate alehouse-keeper, ' 
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"He praised the poachier, precious child of fun, 

■Who shot ihe kcepcrivlth his own spring gun.*' Crabbe. ' 

That this condition of things should ultimately prepare the min^^ 
of the lower classes for every crime to which the circumstance 
of their station can tempt them^ is not surprising— nor that thC; 
calendar which records the most atrocious enormities should bf 
fiffied With the names of those^ who, upon first parting in th,e 
career of poaching, would have shrunk with horror from a contem- 
plation of the crimes which they were afterwards the most forward 
to commit. .,?... 

Th^ habit of nightly plunder, 

 .. »,.♦•'. 

— " When steals the vagrant from his warm retreat, - . . ,, . 

To rove a prowler, and be deemed a cheat,*' 

by depriving the poor man of the conscious integrity of; his condiictt^ 
deprives him of more than half his niptives. to abstain from crime* 
He acquires the feelings, the fears, the suspicions of the thie|v— : 
hesoQsidersbimselfas inastateof ifrarfaie « with all the hpncist 
part of the community, and aS" justified by. his new sysDeuci of 
opi9ip|is .and associations to attack them apd tbeir ^ofsisK^^ f 9i)« 
ing hjs ja^cc^ss^iuthe wjqpd| tl^e fcld> and thefowntrrhfl.riES^itf ,ta 
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tqonlity, peace* and good order frequently enBoe (■-•^od&fets -^ 
Iwnd disdnotton is mtredaced between the two cases : ndy "Aa 
whfAe foKndation of the objection to mj ai^;ainent is dwie away. 
Fm if the justification of prohibitory laws is to be found in the 
raperience of their usefolneas and necessity to the Mate ; where 
^se cannot be fairly pleaded, the laws cannot be justified : It is 
not too much perhaps to say that, in fact, they will not he obeyed 
Now if a government la to be supported, the revenue laws ftre 
absolutely necetsaty ; and he who evades the payment of a tax, 
nmruu an act as inunoral and as injurious to the state as one who 
steals from the treasury, and is a Togue who runs away from eodety, 
snd leaves his companions to defray his share of the common 
expenses. 

'.'-If pestilence be a calaniity, the man who 1>reaks the laws of 
(itjaVantine (though no mischief may ensue) is a most serious 
oifender, and sets an example that may endanger the future safety 
of Ilia feUoW-oitizens. - If public property should be preservedi 
the man who, by talung the young fry from a river, pFeveitfs it 
from coming to raatarity fbr the public use, is an injurious offender 
against pr^>erty. None but laws of absolute prohibition, enforced 
, by penalties, would be sufficient in these cases to prevent the evil- 
cluposed and ieconsidenite from injuring society under pretence of 
their private convenience or advantage. It appears therefore thtt 
both the constitution and operation of the laws just alluded to jire 
»»«!Ut»^i and therefore justifiable. But if there is the least founda- 
tion for die detail I have ventured to give of the operation and 
effects of the Gaine. Laws> it is perfectly clear that neither the 
good of society, iMt the supply of the wants of the sutt^ are in ijie 
smallest degree advanced by diem, but quite the contrary. It is 
not -even pretended diat they have any sut^ object in view. Jt is 
iri fact for the mere supposed convennnce or pleasure of indivi- 
duals, that society is extensively deranged in its most important 
departvwnts, and the state damnified by the introduction of a mass 
of vice and immoralky, not a little expensive in its ultimate 
results. 
. ' It-may indeed be sxtA, that it is the duty of every state to pn>- 
tect the pceperty. o{ individuals^ and game being a species of 
property, prohibitory laws are necessary for its protection. This 
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leadft me to tKe last branch of the discussion with whidt 1 
to tnn^leyou, wiiete-I )iopr>ts slK>«' tiin ^thieMtedts^ 
vctR.hj means very- di&eniit from tlwpreaeiiC'Cnttatin 
cfttirely free from dieir winst and^emoreliKiiig'^en^ci 
will complete the circle of ptoo^ I tiqnd pkdgsd to, 
andl trust will convince ^>u of (he saondness and practi 
of the whole argwnent, and of the broad distineiion bet 
Gi^Qe Laws and other prohibitory eaactmentSi' as fp ^i 
expediency, and necessity. .  . ^ 

It appears from the preceding parts of diis- letter, 
demand for Game In theraarket made by such «f' the hig 
(Of society as can only proctue it by purchase, is the at 
l>bth of the ineffidency and of the bad moral tendency of '■ 
Laws. The demand holds out a temptation too great to b 
-and in fact will rise till the resistance be overcome; at 
same time ie can only be sullied by a tveach of the law 
attendant consequences, as I have just described them. 

It should seem then that the evil woi^d at once be 81 
measures could be t^en to ensure a legitimate tigapi 
^diematid in the market, especially if such supply could b 
there at so cheap a rate as to undersell the dishonest' 
have before stated that the risk and peoidtiee mrw impoi 
^higher price upon game than the fair cost of leatmg, p 
and bringing it to market. Allow it then to be brought 
the Jair cost, and the poacher would be immediately i 
Although' the animals alive are Jirts natura, and thi 
-man^s property in the eye of the law,-^ when dnzff th 
belong to the possessor. The simple expedient then of ' 
diesale of them in open market would, I think, be sk 
prevent the evil. 

In favorable situations, game would be reared and 
forthe express purpose of regularly supplying the mark 
and open competition, which would so reduce its price 
" no reason why a partridge should be dearer than a- ra 
-'liare and pheasant than a duck or goosey this is about tl 
tion of price which the anicnals bear to each other i 
■vrtiere gfame Can be leg^Iy sold, and is regularly brought ' 
"and' wher^ by 'the way, game is as plentiful at in any 



expense of the occupier that the game is raised and maintained : and 
unless he receive an equivalent for it, either by abatement of rent 
upon agreement, or by permission to take and dispose of itj he is 
certainly an injured mar. Whereas it is perfectly just that the 
owner of the land slionld have the option either lo increase his rent 
by leaving the disposal of his ganft to his ten'^rA, or vice versa. 
Game would te held to be (as in fact it is) an oiiigoing from the 
lBnd,BKtithe and'odierhuidens, and tbeiefoie to be -considereil 
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ifiiW hirgtiii^ and ItiBd wcmkl ^h^r be let gaine*Jr^i nsr ^ spe^is^ 
reservation of it made by agreement. 

Moreover, since the breed of game must always difrpend >upon' 
the occupier of the tofid, who may^ and frequently does^ destroy 
e^ry hea^d of it, or prevent its <x)ming to fliaturity, unless it h 
considered in his rent; the licence for which I am now contend-i^ 
ii^, by affording an inducement to preserve the breed ifi patti*^ 
cukr ^pot^^ would evidently have a considerable e^ct in increas* 
ifig dte stock of game in other parts, aiid in the country at larg^. 
There wDuld be introduced a general system of protection de- 
pending upon individual interest, instead of a general system of 
destruction. I have^ therefore, very little doubt that the pA- 
-rision here recrnnfmended would, upon the whole, add <facilittes 
tx> the amusements of the sportsman, rather than subtract from 
them. A sportsman without land might also hire from the oc« 
<ni|^r of a large tract of land die priyilege of shpotmg over it, 
•which would answer to the latter as well as sending his game to- 
die market. In shortj he might in varbus ways get ^ fair retui'n, 
to which he is well entitled for the expense and trouble incurred 
in rearing and preserving that particular species cf stock upon his^ 
lafid. 

You recollect the obs^'vations m an early part of this Letter, 
tipon the unfair . restt^t under which occiqwers of land and' 
mpnied men laboured, in partaking of the sports of the field, 
iltbough diey had either incuri^ed, or were willing to pay, a fair 
. consideration for the privilege. The provision *here recommended 
Wotiki also do aNv«y this inconvenience. For the {4eds«res at- 
tached to the possession of game being coilveyed, together with 
^very 'olJi^ • rural -amueetnemt and etq<5yment> with the possession 
of the land itself, a monied man, by firing a tract of dt, cotild at 
any time become possessed of the privilege of sporting on his 
ewn occupatioin,witfcout having recourse to the di^eputable prac- 
tices to which he is now reduced. And surely it is perfectly fair, 
ih thfe present ^tatte of ^society, that this should be within his reach. 
Refbrring again tb Fran<*e, whete a systen* very similar to this is 
adopted, i myself -ean veu<:h, ^fipom ocular demonstration, that 
ahhtmgh all thp reepedaMe part >of society has the privilege df 
spotUhg, game is e^ceedlD^ abundsmti and «mply supplied Isotk 
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9-thaw own t^Us, and to the Uuteta of all tbe t«wku ia lh»: ^Jni 

**"S'*°°'' IHom 

'It isj howbrer, oecessarjr to remark that game being diui reared t£"i^i^ 

and preserved at a considetable ezpeiiK> as an' article ^ mercktat^ 
dtte, ample protectiaa for It should ^ granted by the legislature. 
I think that the present Game Laws, by their protective enact- 'yyTl 

ments, would be nearly sufficient for the purpose. The prinl^e ' , 

once granted to the occupier or owner, to take game f6r sale , - '^ - 

OK Ais own tenure, ^ere would certainly- be no faarddiip in re- ' v,\ 

straining persons, who have no title whatever, either on the wore' , . 

at expense incurred, or on any other plea, frbm invadii^'the ^ 

prbperty of others without their permission. It is, abstractedly 
•peaking, just as reasonable that a peasant, or a strangeri should , . . 

be permitted to break down my farm-yard gates, and carry away . ^ 

my turkeys, as that he should have license to tread down my 
hedges, to trespass over my fields, and carry off the game front 
my woods. 
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It is,morec>ver,a mere piece of feudal tyranny, and quite at varianc* . '1^' 
with tix modem spirit of the English law, that any diitifiCtioii 

should be made between individuals of different classes with; J/^ 

respect to their power of injuring the property of others, or of ' ^ 

appropriating to themselves, without purchase or permitsioni ^^' 

objects of profit, to the production of which they have in no wise ' * 

contributed. *y hi 

J propose then the repeal of the present Game Laws; and, in. f^^ 

lieu of them, enactments to the following effect : — . . ^^ 

. I. That Game be considered the property of the owner of the ^^ ' 

4oil, and may be legally exposed to sale. | ^ 

2. That proprietors be reasonably protected agamst the invasioft *"' 
of this as of all other property. ^^ 

3. That tuch proprietors, and the persona to whom, they may "^ 
delegate their right, be qualified to take and kill game on land i*^^ 
which they may lawfully enter for that purpose. W 
, I trust they will be candidly and impartially considered. X 1*" 
have, undaul»edly, exhibited a moral evil of great magnitude, H 
which every good man must wish to see remedied ; and of which, ^ 
^ legislature of a free and enlightened country ought to be, . ^ 
deeply asbaaied. I htve talteti aotbe pains to show tbgt the.^t»> , ' « 
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supposen Eiiaij m my zeai lo gn ru;i of lae^ moral evua arising 
from the Game LawSi I have overlooked the fdir tights. and, 
interests of the parties principally concerned in the proteotioa . . 
they are presumed to afford. My object Itas been precisely tfie 
reverse ; namely, to ejtend and consolidate that protection upon 
SBt'e and reasonable grounds. N^t that I mean to insinoatf ,d^ 
my brethren, the country gentlemen of England, would for a 
moment hesitate at making any sacrifice with respect to their 
tastes and amusements, which might be found absolutely neces- 
sary to promote the moral and political welfare of their couiitry- 
metl." But I am *so deeply impressed with the importance of 
affording every practicable inducement to independent country 
gentlemen to reside upon their properties ; — I am so fully con- 
vinced that the functions which they Ifiere perform constitute the 
main strength of this United Kingdom, and materi.illy conduce 
to its comparative superiority over the other nations of Europe ; — , 
that I should hold it to be a point of extreme bad policy to re- 
commend any thing that could masonjhly afford them grounds of 
disgust. Seeing, however, that no siich consequence can fairly 
r«alt from the propositions I have ventured to recommend, and 
thatlheit moral consequences would be unspeakably beneficial, 
I(illn[ion the country gentlemen, as thenatural guardians of 
NO. XXIL Fum. VOL. XI. Z 



dw welfuv of dieir poorer nnghboura, as men of candour add 
philanthropy ; — I call upoa you, and every &iend of good order 
snd Bound morals; — I call upon the clergy> the yeomanry, the 
middle ranks of society ;— upon all, in short, who have receiTed 
tuch an education as may enable them to <Ustinguish right from 
wrong in die operation of lavs, upon society, to unite is pett- 
doning the Iegidatur« fat an aheratitm of the Game Laws, so as 
to render them consistent vith the peace, morality, and good 
order of their neighbourhoods^ Of course I am not vain enough 
to snmmon all these parties to agree with me in my specific re* 
commendations. But if I have shown that alterations can be 
made widiout doing injustice to any party concerned, yet likely 
to stem die torrent of rice and corruption which now overflows 
every country village in the land, from this fertile sourc<^ I sureljr 
may, without presumption, summon them to unite in taking, th& 
<Vulr|ccC' into inime^ate consideration. Ai 

'""" ' """ ' t am ever, my dear Sir, ,  ' 1 l* 

,,' '. ..,.,-?. ;, , Tours most faithfiiyjF^..,;; ■a:\':^ '^ 

-.;. -,.,;,) .,_■..:... ■-.ACOUNTRTOENTLEMAl^.: '■■'■■''■. ,jij 

,.-.■ \.-.' "■■ \- AND ^ ^ Ktte 
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'' " '' ■'^'"' ' ''''' ^ 
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i ime giMt RTMon to be diankful tint thft argument held in that 
letter has been successful in convincing many of the thinking 
part,9f the co^niunityi that in the actual state of soci^^ tbo«e 
laws' sxe neither calculated effectually to protect game, nor to 
conrey the enjoyments aridng from it to those who are furly 
entitled to them, except through the prevalence of habits highly 
injurious to the moral and political welfare of the labouring 
classes of society. In short, that practically and subsfaTitial^ 
they go the length of saying that an extensive traffUf mhich no 
severity of enactment can ahoHshf and which the fair and legal 
owner of the article sold would be ready to supply, if pentutted, 
shall exclusively be carried on through the medium of the nightly 
marauder, his agents and employers, instead of the honest dealer} 
i^ch is tantamount to a direct eocoungement, by law, of tjuev- 
ii^ and profligacy. 

Although much discussion has taken place upon the subject, 
both in and out of Parliament, not one of lliese positions has 
been successfullj' rebutted. Theerilhas been universally admit- 
ted, and the principal diKrence of opinion has arisen upon the 
chmce of the remedy. Having in my former letter fnltj e^qpose 



be thankful, that ihe great majority of those who have taken part , 
iii tliQ discuBsion are of this description ;' and I trust that my 
time may not be misemployed in endeavouring to detail the pro* 
gre^j; which has been made during tlte last twelve months^ and'to 
state precisely how th^ question stands at the present momew> 
w^n it is Again coming under the consideration of PaTliameot.* 

 ' See, bMides the House of Cgmmons Report, the Quarterly Review, liie 
Litcctr}' pailoiaiiitia tJM BtUish Clitic, (uid liie Bntislk. RevUw. 
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; In dw oMme i^f ^ fast icsston a mpectable emmtf ffiem^i* 
hnp«es3ed whh th« glaring enormideS) ili msaf diseti unottiftiiftf 
to muTder a^ homicide, which hid arisen o«t of the Gam^ 
Laws dnriitg the preceding *inter{ and iitdihgi fmiti cwivW- 
•ation and i(»]Diry among hii friends and acquaintance) thst a 
great majority of independent men, lioA in and 6ut of Parlia- 
ment, coincided with him in oirinion> moved for a CotntnilttM 
■* to taVe into consideration the Laws rtUttng to 6ime, Mtd H 
report their obierratiom and opinion titereupm." 

The evil complained of was of so crying and undeniable 1 
nature, that not a dissentient voice Was raised ag»nst (tit pro* 
posed inquiry. Bat the honorable and independent member i<A 
■the boro»gh of Corfe Castle, is reportwl to IWve tskett the oppOf- 
tonity of expressing his Strong dissent from the principles arfft 
sotements contained in my Letter, together with his conviction 
of the necessity of further laws for the purpose of distingdishing 
ioKe^ men from re^es .' and, as I am informed, indulged iH 
some contemptuous expressions concerning ray poor p^t)ductk)'t^ 
for n^Ich I heartily forgive him. He ftdlowed iip these opinions 
by a statement of his own plan for the remedy of the evil) ^hiCll 
was nothing less than an increased severity of enactmeAt upon 
the old principles } and you will perceive ifa th* course of thift 
Letter, both the mode in which this plan was carried into et«- 
cution, and the very natural consequences which have resulted 
irom it. It is suflktent here to state, that the plan consisted of a 
■bill proposing to render suspected poachers liable to transportation 
l&r ihejlrst ifftmce, mthout tie intenetUion of a Jury. 
^ Now I have not the least doubt that if gentlemen who view 
the subject in this light should, in the plenitude of their legtfr* 
larive wisdcwn and power, think fit to revive against tlie poacher th* 
obsfriete laws of Philip and Mary agahist the gypsies, viz. that 
they be held gnilty of felony mthoHt benefit of €ierg§,- -the 
cfi^nce of poaching would be established for ever upon an im> 
moveaUti basis } the aflrays between gamekeepers and poachers 
^^ould be infinitely more bloody and numerous, the convictidlta 
cf poachers infinitely less frequent, and the nuisance as fltWiy 
tooted into the habits of the people, as tfie inj.udicious sevMltifel 

' Colonel Thomas Wood, M.P. fur,l,lie CoiH>i);,rf Brcfop. 
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l|g9i»<t.^.eri^,}MTr bten iiwt|^un^tai;ip..pa(iiftu«liiig.#at 
I^i|g«(Vw4,aVwpiiii*le.nw. .SucK in a le8sdegEef,.b3^8,l|5^ 
^.result cT^n of .the. inodi6ed ipcreaseijf severity,. ad«^te4,iw 
t^ Jcg^Uuir^ at tl)f^ ^4 of the.Utttses^tODof parlia^Mnt.. ^ ^^^ 
y ^'W^t otber effect cpiUd he rea^oiiibly anticipated, 90 .lo^Et^Mi 
t))f, lairs are aduiii^isteicd by a humane and cnliglitened .9ugf%>, 
Vtfff^i and the di£tiactim beti^eea rogues and Jioiie^t m^p^^ 
tj^e cp^ <jf Game Law MortUify, continues on ita present foQ^if 
, First, there are, ^ I ha;re just obaerscdi qualtfied persiMii^..^^ 
i^ay /^a% bt^ game of their tmqua^d nei^ibour, a^id^MSI 
^^{>nn agtinst him at lav the ne^t hour for Us share in .^h| 
tfif^ction, and pocket one half of the penalty incurred. Xh^ 
^^.^ h^fjKst ■men agcqilsjng to the statuts. Th^n for. thfS 
(ggw^ ;.TT^^T consist, besides the poachers^ of the poulteiq:!^ 
^^m-keepers, fishmongersj stzge-coach porters, and three foui^l* 
o(^ opulent. residents in the metropolis, of the great tqwa« 
|pd, tb^ villas of England ; who presume to buy, sell, batteij 
^^, a;^ devour the superfiuous "harei, pheasants, partridge^i 
^f^r, .^(^^^ &^^ or growsc" of the country, contrary to th^ 
f(f);^/>^,rthe ftatu^e;, in that case .made and provided. Now I am 
4iF {rf^ ,I^e^uinifig to assert that some of these .indnridu;^s <^f 
fpt jcpg^'?^.} bvl I shall certainly aSbrd them in this Lettef ibift 
fy^fonwaiif. oi stating what they can in their de fp iice, vribidi 
thej( did h9t ^oy before the Conunittee on the GameJ^an^ 
^e shall therv b,^ better able to foim a correct judgmeat upoA 
two points u-Fir«* conceniing the moral tui^itude of those.n^bQ 
f^se to. SQu»re their ufltiens o( rectitude by the ii^e of, the 
g^utea.uptyi (Jame :— Secondly, concerning the ptphsbility. (>f 
^cibly eradicating the prejudices, habits, custom^, and ta^teHrflf 
^l^ge aportioae|. the com^umtf j' and cotKenung the p^y 
jpE, making the attempt by severity, whra aU vhich is really^ 
xp^j be much mofe efiectuaUy destroyed by an equiti^le c^^iu- 
^se. . We shaU be able, in short, in some degree, to jv>4gBhfiF 
^r the transpqilation oi a pOficber or two (should w^ bench,¥ 
.^)ia|;t4r pssion be,indiKe4 to pass, such a sentence) can seawnnl^hr 
& ejyjected to checkfthe praq^c^, so loi^g as the SHpply ,9f',?W 
Jin «i#;irfligi^S dflroand for, gjpe, from so^lvgCia partof iji^co^ 
mupity, is S3pientl|. fion&i^d \rf .]^^f to ^ ejiJljy»iTj^-j9(i^Mi<i(|l 
of poaching. But to return— 




*■ **rtrSofliJd was of course indudei in Aft Kst, arid Colonel Wobd wsttl 

T.'l ^ij>fl&iitod''du^mian. It fflayweH be c'ohcerred, after what has* 

>■ been uid, that considenble di^rence of oitiidon must at fitsthaVis'' 

H ft e v ifle d coBcemitig the practice and the principles of the Ixvn 

ft. (!6t&p1aiiled of. But the evidence of the mdgtstrates, pOSce-- 

' dIEoers, and country gentlemen, who offetvd themselres for ett^' 

% rtflaa ito i i , yHi so overwhebbuig, that stmte alteration was moa 

M peitwred to be indispensable. To inform the judgment of die 

9 GtMmutteri ccnlcenuhg the nature of the requisite alterationSj x 

^ gtiSat mils of Cridence and oirfnioa was preparedL Poulterer*'; 

' ktVem-keepers, snfierinteiidants of stage coach offices, and ottiei^ 

^ pittdai. Were induced to attend daily at die door of the conumttej* 

^ rtibtti, ht order to lay open without reserve the mode in which 'did 

* iap^j of game was first procured, next brought to marlcet, iod 

' HAnfttely £sptised of to the consumer — together with the beari^ 

i ingd of the difltrent parts of the transaction upon their several 

I ftl^Etigs and' interests. For some reasons wtuch I have nAer teed 

ibfe to fidlom, and vUch it would be presumptuous to jiretnt^ 

tb'^tribe, no part of this evidence was ever permitted to be gtrenj 

ind the persons in question had the labour of their attendance t6i 

&f& ^Ktinv. But as I cannot help considerhi^ this evidence' d 

Ai^Jr i<ele«tnt to the discussion in which f am now engaged, and 

HI had the opportunity of learning from many of the indiTid^ah 

ftohseb'es the substance of what they intended to depose, I make 

it * matter of conscience to lay it before die public. 

'■ ''And, first, of die office-keepers of the public cdaclhea (the fii%i 

stage in die process after ths poacher himself, of whom t Saul 

toOngb in my fiht letter] : a most respectable member of that 

frktmnlty stated, diar ifwonld be worth his whQe to m^e almost 

*tij saerilicit that a legal supply of game should be a&brded td thft 

^M^isers by regublr consignments from the &ir owners'; that, 

ItiBOrtfing'to the present system, he c^mnot keep a' potter thiefe 

liumths blAtte he becomes corrupt^ hf intercourse with the 

guards (4 die tifight coaches, whose agent be necessarily is f(^ the 

i Us^al of the spoil which diey have purchaKd of the coutitty 

^tihers. ' That the man himself, by an habitual feeUng that he 

^tnmlgfed^ng the laws and ex^sing himself to 'a penalty, Nktn 
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Sir, 

knon 
vfad comC' to me fot tkeii dozen dishes ol 
men' wko vMit their tan or nreire bcaee < 
«a}^>«r, or thrar hzn and paitridgva for th 
nr)F patient when I mAe any difficuhies i 

< It ddcB not ngnify, INIr> -— — , I must hav^ ^ — , ...^ — .> — ■^.<., 
tojF iii^ne-d'kot«l> mjr cook, tell me they cannot possibly do with' 
eat-theow . I hfire no manor ; I cannot buy them in the market j 
and 2hetefon» Mr. •— — , if ydu cannot accommodate me, I know 

that Mr. ■■—  in the next street always keeps an ample supply, 

tad I am ^tdid I must transfer my cnstom to him.' " — " To it 

nncy Mr ~-^, this is a tittle hard upon you ; but suppose that 

fva ami the rest ot th« poulterers were all transported to fiotaiiy 
Bsy for tbe^rt^ t^mce you committed in the way of selliog game* 
Am't ymi think k would check the practice ?" — '■ In truth, Sir, I 
■boukl be sony to qut my wife and family upon such a voyage, 
and should think it rather hard to be reduced to the alternative of 
toring my custom or of suffering such a catastrophe. But as to 
chocking the practice, so long as the London Tavern, the Crown 
and Anchor, the Freemasons', the Lord Mayor, the Sheriffs, the 
worshipful the Justices, the Counsel learned in the law, and. tlie 
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oprfent tamc^m*, «lltf 'ihiW gaaw 1h' dugr «ct«ld 'CtfArtaag^fl 
Itocd ~.>»,aad die Mflpqois of -I— ^,wboM estates are-u 'fi^fiknl 
MNtf Aow- ^leaMnts at any^ ^rAv at tfanr iMll-MppeffV,* X'"^S^ 
briicTe jtbat'tf I »d lialf the pouhtrCTs kitovm vere' TfxnafMiiSi 
t»>iosrr(nrv ^ff other hdf ^rould forthwith itep- rnto our tit^^ 
andaddjthe wht^ef oorgame-ttade toth«r Own." ' '^''^ ^' 

< Mot widunl; to prewMr; inoreckMely,afftwict^]r'%e<iU!iH^ 

tfr'hovr a^tender conscience, I turned to Mr. , the ke«t>eif^ 

^^nxt tivem ia ' itreet, and uked him if he did tiot'fm 

sonte ehune at oonnpting th* poor poskerera at «o' vaicdasiS6^ 
aUe a rate. ** Wiif, n to diat, Sir," he MisweTed, » I'll ttB f^ 
tfacdy how it is. The Aldermen, the Directon, Ae fiqutres* A^ 
Lards, and ihc Juicists, come to me, ud oidn- dte bett dioAtf <" 
CM procure fee twoKf' p«^a at M mncA a hesd ; ofcoursemett^ 
of tfaw fibdoD and ooaseqwence pay the best price, and expirct ds" 
htU £>re.> They ny, *we moM bare everything hmdmaa^i^ 
and* remember, plenty of game in the Kcond course !' Tou tnaf 
wsUenuxive, Sir, that these acute personages are not at soAa^' 
iDoroeot elcocedngty alive to the nice distinedonB of Gtne-Ia*' 
nwraUtybetwMn rt^tat and Hottest mm. And if I were to ntake 
aiftandeof tioffrsfy in this particular, I believe you need not be 
Udd whac resource ary dntiAguished custbrnen would fiy to, M 
leitg-BS reglm were to bo found at the Albion, the Loftdon, and 
other ttveSHs. Inn^ hsve the satisfaction of &/ij^ game, b«t I> 
should inevitably become a Innknlpt."-^" But suppose, Mr. — ^^ 
tjut you and your fmtemity were liable to be tiatuported for tfie 
fiwfcrofience without the intervention of a jury, upm a mtl^cdni 
victitia-befan yolir customer the justice !" This niggMiOQ tnMe 
my.fnend rather angvy, wfaidi I waesotry for, as I didnoCnM' 
tOoSendhim. He sOon however recovered his goodhunsfri-j 
an^ laughing out, he said, "I'll teil you what, Sir, if yea ufr 
opDSthe ^anof tFansportation, why be batA upon uipeortii^- 
dinriitigsf Why not go to Uie fountain head at once ? Ttefurtf 

' ARaoquaiBtsiiceoriiiioe wcol the other day to buyteabrue «f jslwl'' 
sants for. 4 ball-supper. He waa introduced wlMre a heap nt IjinD-joS' 
arriverl froin the cuuntrj', of fifty or sixtj- brace from varioM qitipMrfrf 
£n|i;Iani). I wish the immediBtc and remote con3e<]uencfeonbj|tjiotiii|^. 
tffrccrtiidbcl3id''beforeniy readers.  ' 
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^Tt* thf^)^[pr{ w^uli^,:^! matQCtAllyidieck^eiaTil. ^btJm^ atcaai 

^ Hii *^f^ WMW"«4 wo^ in&sl»» thatiiubit doe»«Tia'7<iOt:b«t *pM 

■h <k affection. But.if the^v9CMes>£ix:6m«rit7 mb^m^BeiA^-bi 

tfl/'Mi f^ij^riaii. (^i^.*q4 'ni'lQi^ the~Aldfltnit»i -tin DaiecUr*^' 

eleug'i I^<}^^j(»'» the Squiiw, the-^Kirdst and l^o. Joattcesy upon pu 

lilt MM t^i'^y b4T^MSWd.^e ceAtattimated iooi, uunrthing-MOTvniJi 

RQ^HiF l*»iilHAif(y'tlwiif qspwtWKy ai weU m fbr thrir wisdom. Foi 

Kk|m t^fKf 'tt^^f :crj{^^ tb^ c»de, /Agi tretlM c«l[>t«ts-aft»«dL 

I^Hij^j. i|„flpt^l»fl^l(»e.|*e.pDa6h«BkiU»d»fegBBW/that the ptnikerefti 

rdtof '** *l^;(haftX 4«»4t!i tiM it is. b««iu»e.die AMemKft,thff 1 

iTBiBf rf|CtefVh*_I»rd,MaFOi* AeScpures, die >L«ii4s,wi<l theiuMit 

p^^ :^ 4^V^ itliati -drew it* thai the ponlUferbutrs it, aad^tbtt 1 

dn^- PP9C!rPf>"chfr kill»it. J haTc.«ft«a,fi»^ boen sbodEsd at tl»"\*hi 

gmUf . syftf^ J vand, since; this inquiiy begani hive bMn altaOBtiRriis 

indi t^g|Ly#upi.aUi-eoiuieTi)mit at ereiy risk. Bittdiea it 'ocnnnd 

•-la* ^V^i ^tei all ill K K little hard that the AldenmB,^w2)if ecM 

^u t^^IfPTd Ma^or, the^Si^uires, the Lotddivaiti th« Junke» living 

^ g^ LfjpdiCup, ,8hQuld t)e .Varied, by what appears a nuce wfaUu-a 

L n cgpi'iK^} frotti a IwxMif: they can ftfibrd tobtiy» ii4uih;Biaiiy4ioiil 

^ ^l^j^o^l^aare' ready to tell if pertndtedt *^ which ilw coflit 

■f-r pf 9<j^es.:i{i isu^cieni plenty for all tfaeirwititi),iaiid foithduu 

^^^^ i]^eati>ft<VQtteineo ^p^ I -have Srequeotiy-^tiiodght, wfaj> i 

j^ ,ntj^ji9%«0fl«sall paay by legalising lb aalehyAe Mr own 

^ aj~l-a(^jto^ is the e»Ae in other eott[ttiaes,-(rheK game is nen 

jg 4^1^ ^figon^eatiifiil' than in ours. Then «<ould thai,: ffir, Ix 

^, rf/t^.^ifUi^ between the rt^ue andifac hcnett man in eomin 

f '^ttf&iVH'cK i»b^!tter than a tummiatdittaiotioa- tpon tiiA fose^ 

„ ait, ,oI»fiJeti« statute. The menopoly woidd. bc-tdeo oiitof j 

- hw^s ^ the poacher I aiidhiBpuni^nnenti'iiiilead oEoAcautagi 

!> the crime in others, wonld tk^ really secure, to th^Jninenni 

i, I the enjoyment of his property, and enable us poor tavem-keep< 

J I tftoblige ous,ictt«tomer8 without tranagveMing the law. itwot 

I : UKwise incmsB the quantity of gaue-fuM thi» sportshtaA, a 

; ItMrti'tJie priWte tf* cohsumef^ for, according to the 'prest 

t aa^ieititysterti, the game-keeper and. the poaicbw monop^Hiset 



uk concern bM4r««a tbets* aqd of «ovxae .fix tka. |$rM^»4iKff 
lly apeaki:^^ Erery other indWidaal ia Mtpreated in d4«Civ^ 
c breed. Why, it was only the other day that my brocboff, 

'eat iuima under S4|uire at t(M, msi that if H y^Sf. 

M for the silly,- prcnrokiiigt excluaire, and after all. iiwffecttiaj p^ 
iU»«iU of the Game Law*, the Squire's property would be./ill 
f game ( whereas the landholders now are obbged to dcstrojciii 
a the egg in order to avoid the nuisance of the poachers^ whofil 
wsiqess it ia to carry oJF by -night for Bale the very animals which 
night be Kflt to Hiatkw by the farmer wboie coca tjiey £^d t),foo, 
ifter having afforded his landlord, himself, or his friejidsf aq hope^t 
and wholesome recrtation in open day !" After thit long hatxa^ot 
I did not think my friend's mind in a state to listen to the obvioud 
afgument, that what tke legi^ture of a country has enacted iolo 
Jaw ^lould be coascientiou sly obeyed by the subject. Indeed, the 
nifiCrable success which I have always found to attend this cowae 
iBi reasoning when applied to the Game Laws, and addressed to 
^tvaxMft of any rank in life either in London or in the country, hat 
fHAde mc more averse thsm I fear I ought to be to entering inU 
that part i^ the controversy. One thing, however, I anspect to be 
tru^ vix. that when in a free and enlightened, and u^n the prbolt 
^ moral cowntry, the curr^it of opinion ^mong thv educated port 
^ Xine coiaqaunily is bo decided and universal aguiist aay hw, it il 
tlw pfut of wiedoKi in th« Icgialatuie to new .model it upon.{vin> 
fifdes wijmcwhat mon ia unison wtth, the public feeling jitd }v4g- 
pftwt. 

Althou^ the parties whose coaversation . I have now detailed, 
^ere not permitted to give thur evidence before the Comm'^ee, 
some very respectable magiitrates were examined, whose oppiws 
Me rep<^t«d to have been so uniform coneef ning the eitent. and 
j^u^t of the evilr s|nd the gener^ naf uie of the remedy, thiU n^t- 
withstjvnding a great original difference of opiqton, the Coinmittec 
9^. last becanip nearly uuanimoi^ that, in some mode or other, fppu 
(hould be oia^e legally Siale^ble. In trmh this must obviously /be 
the f^iUfdation of -any rational plan foe fh^ckipg the evils, and, (ip- 
moraUties of poaching, and to any fair and equitable xmogiSfxat 
of the enjoyments arising from game, in the present ttitt of t» 
ciety in England. This po|nt once e^t^lisbed, the cosflicQUf in- 
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t^^s^ khS^ cK^cotfifeini: filings of the ^vidrsil pafties coacerdt^d^ 
^<juld toon settle dowii of themselves into an amicable S]rsteB^ of 
itiUt^al arratigein^t. It therefore beJio>ves those p6tson« who atts 
^dHy friends tb gobd order, good govemm^ift, and gtood ilc^^hbote« 
liO^od Ifi ^ country, not to fee wrer-scrtipuloiis in disaMrering 
HAnoT imperfections in any plati involving this gceat d(Mide»Mn!U 
'0^bn this principle I should be the last man to^ start any seriooft 
c^j^<||tio«iS to the Report/ and the recommiehdatbn embodied iti 
it, Tvhich were laid before the House 'of Oommons by the Gom^ 
cHitiee oit tHe Game Laws' at the conclustorr of tkehr hibotirs. It 
ihvolves the indispensaUeptinciple of alegaisadb Hy the Mr owner i 
and concltides in the foHowtng words. ' 

' «« Your CSpmmlttee conceive, that in the present state of iociefy^ 
t]iere is little probability that the laws above referred to can con^ 
titiue adequate to the object fbr which they were origmaHy en*, 
a^ted^ The commercial prosperity of the country, die immetme 
accumulation of personal property, and the consequent habits of 
luxury and indulgence, operate as a constant e^xchemient to their 
infraction, which no legislative interference tfcaf your Comn^ittee 
could recommend, appears likely to counteract. 
* *« It appears that, under the present system, those possessors^ of 
Itnd who fall witMn the statutable disqua^tfica^ons, fed HtlQe or 
no interest in the preservation of the game, and ^ait diey are lesst 
active in repressing the baneful practice of poaching, than if thfey 
remained entitled to kill and enjoy ^e goune foisnd upon - their 
own lands. Nor is it unnatural to suppose, that the injury done 
to the crops, in thote situations where game is superabundant, 
may induce the possessors of land, thus circumstanced, rather to 
encourage than suppress illegal modes of destroying it. 

w Hie expediency of the present restraints upon the poeseesott 
of land, appears further to your Committee extremely problemadk 
cal: The game is maintained by the produce of the land, and 
yout Committee is not aware of any valid grounds for contimttng 
to withhold from the possessors of land, the enjoyment of diat 
property which has appeared by the common law to beloog to , 
thetti* ^ . 

' -^ • ^ ' See A^peJldit i. ' - ' 
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S^^fi apd. of ^ tb^e jftof^Qx^ who 1 agrep^^ 

^^^JpJ[,thi9 ac^ of pariiaai^^.tbe history ifiiMmeii4KitjBumoit8.^^^^I^^ 
i^ 4^. deUlbecatiop* of dxe Game Lz,w QommiMeitand whea thoot 
^1^ felt^ inlieros^ ia t^e qjneo^nt^soiildyv of «Q«ne^ ha^irekad^M 
fff.f^t9fif>^\oi wj^ mt»|in^di?ute^attjempt to 

i}^dr# x^gifffti^4'<M^^^^^^ *i^!^^ ^ bouse a Bii^ 

entitled the Rogue and Vagabond.JBiII, iwdy^b wa$ mpfo^^Ahf 

Tgf!ii^fp^(aiaof^^d^ ^m^QHi^M adl rospMing 

^9 .^be spQii^ ^hpiqal^amfindAaeiX of th^fVag^taatiAc^ Undefii^ 
st^ding that this hill 9fa6.^^ be brought cp Jbc^sct^tkm ooi tbt 
la4M?7?iiof <^<^ ^ssiiq;;^ and havipg felt,<asr,(g:>4iif^»«tM«e»< 9MM 
iDConveoi^c^ in the (eocecutipn of laws iiu^^6^9«^i%^f a»^> imM 
ipjuclthuf^^ ai;id with sa little^ a^ntiw ^>4gaQ^bertaligll;(^e4Lltn^tW 
tjb^a hpuse^ .apd la3( attjen<jbuiQe> of that ^arfodi oft th(pri$iaM^ii». (M: 
tempted to be inquisitive concerning the pro^g^ioiit^iif vlhiir^biU» 
;^Qd ^ycntwitywai? gratified by the ki^ii99SF}9j^<arr/ii(M|di who 
Bent me a printed copy of it. The read^ jwijUrf r^Uy^iiouafviii 
assertion, that my surprise was great on disco^t^^ng ^that the 
JSfgu^ ^nd Fagaband,JB(iil was wmply a i^jLed[:e«0c|ynef>|)H&pin- 
<;i^sing the severity of the Game Law4s attbetiitfiyrdfiietinedth^riwo 
the Committee were expressing themselves in the tjismner jas^fuil^ 
tedi ,upcn the n^fvLV^ tendency^ and e^mtjr of^Ao pcdbibMcM tad 
aeTeritie^ wit}^ iprbich they were , already tr«ftele* ^ tUfg ro i i ^ted ^ iJf I 
righ^y f e)qq^e;ct^ of^pne ^or two short ena^tQMxnsi ^ttorifliiig^mA* 
gi^trate&^a^feix^l^at quarter sessions to /c^an^ct^n by ^ sumoBisi^ 
P^oces^j person iomi^ hy . night in m^kmd -. p)a/E;es m^iih ?4;s)»% 
fit^i^i os: Qther.ii9;q>lQiiiei^9 m^ fM^ i^xUik^. gcmairymi^ 
sijijbyecit ^i|^ at th^ discretipja of the saU Maagterates, ftoribraen^Hif?^ 
tn^;^ fc^r.seven ^^^;m any punishment Je«ft>tbaa>tranfpocMiim 

^ >^umble as t^t^ uMinAmimlf I i^U^^^ ftbif wa^ jkfcteeiin 

iK^icI^ the indu3try pf ^ iMmblfS^ individusd^^ Jttigbt be :u^{M< - l- 
iif^edi^l/ tr^vqlled, tp Londofif and 9faiit$4 ^^ponrfSOff^ i^ mf 
fi;jj9nds,wJ>P are^np^t i;apMurkabJe for alte^oiilliQvthwr pacUnmenlavy^ 

d^tiesj. Upona8lwTOiif.^JFi*M^^"y**>^ 
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4$^ Tik& Bmn Mt £iji^ 

to« pass of coBrse, and Very little worthy of bheilr tttt jitioii: 'f&V^ 
tlMnJled mti however, {orcaAUng 4hdr mention to ^ ' dotkii^t^ 
Um1-I did noK quit Limdott 'withAut the sati^ctian of^earltig' ^t^'' 
«£iir itn -dw' haada ef a zealous and enl^litehad MeirAier, '»'iick€ 
pWBiMvre death occasioned-bf t^fatigoM of active pul^ "6^^'^ 
lioey I em acwry to hear,' has lately deprived hb coatitry^ Kie ' pVi^ 
feMton* md the House, (A -which he ntras a (Sctinguiehed cA-iia^'"'' 
nittj-of his valuable services. The itexfaecouBt which r^acTited" 
Btft of "the JBf^sK atti Vftgaboad Bilti xras^iir 'alsher f A)m tl^s gcYi- 
Uemani dated frooi the House o( Comnons, ^most the list <by c^ 
the tessioh, ID which I wak informed that although tnlls wet>i'pas»- 
tsg M great ra{Mdiry* and thb Houm in the ntnu^t heat of le^sla- ' 
tteni the-KH'had been tent to the Lords Very much ^tered'fi^Sitf' 
dtOBtaCelR which- hrwiis' first intsodtced.' That, akkpilgh tdbe'' 
6Mmd in the night having uiyinnnimem for the purpose, and^t^tt** 
thetntedt, <^ taking game, was still a nMSctpin&anour, this pnr^ih'' 
msat of WhiehnnighFlje carried as far as transportation for seVCh 
yeaM,whichir1abt!l*ft*loiitedi9CTetioiiof theCouTt ; y«t, injtfeS*! 
of "being a sunutUTy proceeding under the VagraM Act', as origin' 
a^y proposed by the bill,- it must no^ be' a trial by juiy, either' 
31 seasiens or -the aistz^ and is in the mean tirfle a bailable o^ieifce. 
This salntai^ Bhcnrfhin was also -^tended with the repeaV«f 'the " 
3d and 40 OCO.-H}. itifficttng by Summary pfOceSS, uii^f the'' 
T^;nmt Act, a milder pnntshnnent for itieti^nce named^tiie 
ptetent-^BL A step; therefore, !s emain^ gained upon th,eold°' 
lawv Ify refito#ing'iK the cases to which tbeSO and '40 Geo. IH;" 
wotild a}>p)f , the consttHitKinal cmrse of ithe eriihinat law, ^vhg ' 
the peHon-cbargcd the double pjutectkfti of i^ grand- and p^y^ 
jury*' The'new act, however, 'is " upon the "whole aa increase ©f" 
Bevaity, ■vod iMKt' appewr to the-)ttw«v classes (to iiAkitn k iH f^* ' 
tended to apply} mOre so thin it teally is, — as thdy can linderstand'' 
the Betodfity^A* piMrtshmerit.-bfeBe*' than A«r *Jdititmal chiiiea ' - 
of escape, by the alUlationiA' the nMdIe of ad/iidging it. Ktt'^" 
theo^efe a £iir eKperimem 'ConcArfihg tht'efBcacy of-increa'sM' 
sntti^y-ahd it iM^^.be' iumtAtftiftf-to-ttw^ th^ 6ffeet upon \i/if' 
rawdfl'ai)4^GRdBCt«lf'thD^inti!nded'tot»eafib:fi!d by it. ' ~ "''-' 
'Sb<'&««d-BUMt'IKii^jttUc;i%A>^ nXMidlybeen an«ERli»'> 
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0C afi the stnge a^ . desperate f ea^tm i^i l}ia« poac^ii^ft d^i- : 

Thenar between him and the game*4c^per haa necesaarUy , 

\t a >/ beUuM. internecinumJ\ A marauder m^y hesilate per- : 

)». at killing, his fellow man, when the alterp^ltij^e .is only six r 

fiBonths' imprisonment in the county gaol ; but when the alt^raa-/ 

linreisto overcome the keeper^ or be torn from his family aj^ ^ 

JKn^nections, and sent to hard labour at, the antipodes, we cani^ot . 

nii;ich surprised that murders sgid midnight combats have coj:w 
nderably increased this season; or that information, suph. as. the: 
loUowing^ has fireqiiently enriched the columns of this country; 
newspapers* / 

' Poaching.-— Richard Barnett was on Tqesday convicted be^: 
fore T. Clutterbuck, Esq. of keeping and using engines or wi^res 
fo^,the destruction of game in the parish of Dunkerton, and fined : 
5/.. He was taken into custody by & Coates, keeper to Sir Cbas* 
Bsusilylde,. Bart., who found upon him 17 wire snares. The nqw 
Act.Ui^t has just passed against these illegal practices $^^tn$ only 
to have irritated. the, offenders, and made them ^more da^ipg apd/ 
desperate. The , following is a copy of an anonynfious circular; 
letter»..which has been teceived by several magistrates^ and other i 
eminent characters In this neighbourhood : 

«< Tace Notice : — ^We have lately h^ard and seen that there is 
sn Act. passed, and whatever poacher is caught destrpyuqig. the: 
game is to. be transported for seven years — this t> JEngUsfi liberty / 
«< Kow> we do swear to each ot|ier that th^ ficst of our copip^ny. 
that this law is inflicted on, that there shall not one gentleman's; 
seat-in our country escape th^ rage of fir^ : we are nine inn^n^, 
ber> and we will burn every gentleman's house of note. The first 
that iqapeaches, shall be shot* We)iaye sworn not to imp^adi;. 
you^jpnay thmk it a threat, but they Will find it reality. The gam^ , 
laii^^.were too severe before : the jLiord of all nien sent the^e ai^, 
PE&alf for the peasants as well as for the princ^ God will not let, 
his pimple be oppressed ; he will ass^t us in ourjua^^rt^Jcmgy fud, 
'we will execute it with ^\xtionJ'*'>^Batk Paper. 

* iP^TH OF A PoACHER.T-'Qn the evening of Saturday seTn-. 

ziigb^ about eight or nine o'clQck> a^body of poachers,^ seven iii . 

number, assei9)l\l<sd by inutua^ agrefiment oo t|ie estate of the Hop..r 

John Pj^ttpn, at Sherborne, QfenncjestersUrtr, for 4ie purpose ^i^ 
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tiA^ lBl^« ant iAifr fUHe. WMi ^ 'VMlfBMBrdrt4f»'4bD^ 
tVA «no« MbtB and «idT«8 >iriti^ tb»f ttrdu^ -#idi dRm» iliry^Uni' 
saie»«ide4 in caKhitig niiK hakes, Mi w«e cftrrying thMH awxyv 
wh(n ih«y vere fllBcovvred by the gBinckmper and i»vefi «tim» 
who freie Engaged with hittt in patFotiflg th« (HIKffent mva«, fan 
otdrt: to protect the ^Me from nightly idepreihtt>n. lMnRlitet(4y ' 
Ott 'perceiving the poach«rs, thb keener mmtiioned ttlem In 4 itfvtt ' 
aifd ^pe^eshle maimer to gWe \xp their names, the dog«, M{it^ 
m^tf, &.C. they had with AMi, And tte game they had tdkM'( M 
the same time aMuting likem that bit [tatty had fire-aMOi (wlritllli- 
were produced for the purpose of convincing and alarming tlwHI^ 
and representing to d»m Ac folly i)f resittance, aa, in ^e eveht 
of an affi-ay, they must iileritably be 0¥ei^owet«d by SupetfW 

nWmherS) even without fire^orttft, '#hich they «ere detennined nat 
te resort to, unless compelled in self-defence. NotWithgt«)£ng 
thi^ remonstrance df thk Ite^t', the men uitaAiTnouSly ref\fsed'to 
gWe up oakny terms, declaring, that if they VeTe foltoWeA, Hftif 
vOuM give them a "hrusli," ind «'outd repel force by foKe. li* 
ptAChers then directly tMk Off their gveat coatB, threfr tIflM' 
down With die game, Stc. behind themr and approached ^ 
keepers in an attitude of attack. A smsM eoMest inMWttly AmMdi 
btfth parties b'st^g ^ly the tiitks tfc Uudgeont d»y cMtied; 
afHtstich "ma the MttAiribn dflt^ ihe battle, that MMfettf'tbt' 
kM^ers were occaston^y struck by iheir ovh comraidn in misMk* 
ftnr Aeit- opponents. Aft«r they had foftght in thit hhmbH ab<)Ut 
eight or ten minuteS) one of the poacheiis, named Ri^tt SiMMoMk, 
refeeSffeda viofest MWr upon his left teiiipl^ 'wWth felted W» to 
ihb gtdUnd, Vhere he tay, cryihg tM inurder^ and aeUl^ AT 
AeHif. The k^^rs Very hUinaAely detit«d that allvfolenec fH^ht 
cMie on both sides: upon which Aree of the p^ti^iera Wik'» 
fflgh* and e8taped> and the remaining three, K-gedWr vi^h fit** 
Tktms, were setttred -fty thfe keepers. SittinHftifi, by the aBsisMiA 
ot flw oAer meh, Walked ttt the ke^er's hotfiie, wftet* he Wtt 
placed in a chair : Vii he soon after died. His death Was ttO dirtil* 
ca<ftM*d by the preShlfte of Wood upon the hwht> occasioned feythe 
rupture bf i tmm ftvth ^i Mow he had r^geived. TlVe theft 
p«»chera wboted been taken we*« coiBrtinted to NottiJfcftA ft*. 
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S0ii^ i%e^ii^umi^ie^ dve body of tSimmdnS wt^tsiken on Vhnizfj, 
bf^m W. Ttlgg^, Gent. Gotonet % and thfe aboV6 account is ex-, 
tr^cted from the evidence given upon diat occasion. The poachers 
Mifiifii^ ^riifted with WudgeottS, except Ae deceased, who had pro-: 
v^d him^lf with the thick patt of a flail, made of firm knotted 
c^l^Hree) «il»d pointed at the extremity, in order to thrust with, if 
ot^simi required* Tltedecea^d was aii athletic muscular man, 
▼tt^ a«fHye, and about twenty-eight yeats of age. He resided at 
Bowte, ill Oxfordshire, and has left a wife, but no child. The three 
pfteniefs were heard in evidence, and all concurred in stating that 
dbrki^pers were in no way blameable, and attributed their disaster 
to Aftir own indiscretion and imprudence. Several of the keeper** 
pM¥y were so much beat as to be now confined to their beds. The 
tWo;|>ftt$ies are said to be total strangers to each other, consequently 
n& iftalice prepense couM have existed between them ; and as it 
a{^p€fared to the jury, 'after a most minute and deliberate invest iga- 
tiGtfi^diat the confusion during tlie afiray was so great, that the de- 
cuased wa» as Bkely to be struck by one of his own party as by the 
kciep^t'S) ^y returned a verdict of — Manslaughter against some 
person or persons unknown. 

"Wretched as the first of these productions is, I think it can 
sedreeiy be denied, that both its spirit and its probable consequence* 
afie wholly to be ascribed to the exasperatioii naturally consequent 
ufKln the severe enactment just alluded to. And the last case is at , 
leei^ ^ strong proof that severity of enactment is quite inadequate: 
to JOOrreet Weevil. 

-The second very natural consequence of the new act has been, 
tkrt from die general conviciion of its undOe severity, the increased 
put^bment has not, I believe, in one solitary instance been inflicted. 
Id^ the only convictions that I hav^ heard of under the new law, 
the milder punishment of six months imprisonment has been ad- 
judged. The laittentable effects of the law, therefore, upon the . 
disposition atid habits of the poacher have been perfectly ffatui- 
tai^. The fear of the punishment has added desperation to the 
ciimc ; and the actual pmiishment of the criminal when taken, 
ha^^ttot even aifForded the terror of example to deter others from 
fuew^ •ffences. » 
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Thti third coniequence has followed of coume from this cMnbl- ' 
nation of increased atrocity with unduej.and tber^oKJiipQectHiilf, 
severity. ,, , .,,.; 

Th£ offence of Poaching has exceedingly inckbaied. - 
For the proof of this fact I appeal to the experience of magistrates ' 
atcting in pt^ulous districts, and in the neighbourhood of great , 
towqs, which are. the principal marts for stolen game. ' ^The to^ 
lumns of the county papers, also, ofFei ample evidence upon this r 
point. So that I really think we are justified in ,C0(i^l(iding, that if 
reason, if experience, if common sense, if the spirit of the times 
and the state of society, if moral consequences, iFregard to the 
welfare of the most numerous and valuable class of the comn^unity, ; 
if natural equity, if the better informed judgment of interested 
persons converted in spite of their own wishes and prejudices, if . 
the almost universal consent of unprejudiced judges, if the prayers 
of .the friends of humanity and the tears of the widow and or^ihan 
be of any weight in determining a question, the Legislature will in- . 
cur a fearful responubility should it hesiute to embody in a Statute 
the principles and the substance of the Repo^ of its Committee 
on the Game Lawti , . 

, Having stated the consequences of the new enactment with the 
warmth of feeling which sincere conviction, founded on a know- - 
ledge of facts, authorises, and cannot but produce in a mind alive . 
to every thing that touches the moral welfare of the country aiid 
the, equity of its laws, I feel that a tribute of jusUce is due to thf^ 
authors and promoters of that act. I have not the least doubt that . 
they were conscientiously convinced of the justice and probable etj 
£cacy of their proceeding. The charactei' of the honourable aii4 ' 
independent gentleman who is reported to have introduced jt,.is &i(fr - 
ficiently established for iirmness and consistency^ for hpnpi^U* 
■fceling, and the accomplishments befitting his station. ..^ , » 

. I do not pretend to submit this pamphlet to hiin with diffidsnce, 
because I believe tiiat I have more ejitensive knowledge than fat 
hu of the habits and dispositions of th? labouring classes of so* : 
ciety, and of the moral and political efiects of the Game Livrs. I 
-trust that he and those who think with him are now satisfied ^lat 
their experiment has failed- Firihnessj it has been well saidj con- 
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sists in a perseverance in what is right. To persevere in what tuma 
ovrt to be wrong is not courage but obstinacy. — I am, dear Sir,, 

Faithfully yours, 

A COUNTRY GENTLEMAN, 
Jbn. 1, 1817. AND PROPRIETOR OF GAME. 



APPENDIX. NO. I. 

REPORT VROM THE COAIUITTEE ON THE GAME LAWS. 

The Committee appointed to take into Consideration the Laws relat- 
ing to Game, and to report their Observations and Opinion there- 

:. nppni from time to time» to The House, have considered the Matters' 
to them referred, and agreed upon the following Report: 

Your Committee, in investigating this important subject, proceeded 
to the consideration of the present existing laws for the preservation 
of gaxpe : their adequacy to their professed object, their policy and 
justice, and their effects upon the habits and morals of the lower 
orders of the commimity. In considering the existing state of the 
law upon this subject, then- attention was naturally directed, in the 
first place, to its state in the early periods of the common law, and in 
that your Committee finds concurrent and undisturbed authorities for 
jtonteroplating game as the exclusive right of the proprietor of the 
land ratione soli. In a law of Canute's (vide ^th Institutes, p. 320,) 
your Committee find that he thus expresses himself :—Pr^/er^fl a w/ew 
concedo ut in propriis ipsius pradiis quisque tarn in agris quam in syU 
tii excitet agitetqite feraz ; and Blackstone II. p. 41 5, sit quilihet homo 
dignus venationesua in sylvA tt in agris situ propriis et in dominio suo. 
In the preamble of the Statutes, llth Henry VII. c. 17* a parliament- 
ary recognition of the common law is most distinctly made, and in 
Bnequivocal language. It states, that persons of little substance de^ 
stroy pheasants and partridges upon the lordships, manors, lands, and 
tenements, of divers owners and possessioners of the same, without 
license, consent, or agreement pf the iame possessioners, by which the 
same lose not only their pleasure and disport that they, their friends, 
and servants, should have about hawking, hunting, and taking of the 
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same, but also thej- lose the profit and avail that sh<}tlM grow to ibeEr 
housetold, Stc. 

In the 4th Institutes, p. 301, !t is laid down, that seeing the wild 
beasts do belong to the purlieu men ratione soli, so long as the^ re- 
main in his grounds he may kill thenii for the property ratione ioU is 
in him. In 1 1 Cofce'j Reports, p. 876, it is laid down, that for hawk- 
ing, hunting, &c. there needcth not any license, but every one may, in 
his own land, use them at his pleasure, without any restraint to be 
made, if not by parliament, as appears by the Statutes 1 1 Hen. VII. 
c 17 ; 23 Eliz. c. 10 ; and 3 James I. c. 13. 

In Sutton and Moody's 5 Modern Reports, p. 375, Holt, C. Justice, 
says, the conies are as much his, in his ground, as If they were in a 
warren, and the property is ratione tdi. So in the year-took, 12 
Hen. VIII.pl. 10, if a man start a hare iu his own ground, he has a 
^operty in it ratione teH. 

In limitation, and to a certain degree in derogation of the common' 
hv, a variety of Statutes has liibjectod to penalties persons who, not 
having certain qualificattoni, ^all even upon their own lands kill auj 
of those wild animals which come under the denomination of Game. 
By the 13 Rich. II, Stat. l,c. 13, laymen not having 40J.'per an- 
n^m, and priests not having 101. per annum, are prohibited from tafc- 
ipg or destroying conies, hares, &c. under pain of a year's imprison- 
ment (this Statute appears to .be the first introduction of a qualiSca- 
^ioo to kill Game.) By the 32 Hen. VUI. c. 8, a penalty upon selling 
Qame was first enacted i hut this was a temporary law, which waa 
suffered to expire, and the sale of Game was not again retrained till 
the 1st James I. c. 27. By the 3d James I. c. 13, the qualification to 
^iU Game was increased to WL in land, and 200/. in personal property. 
, By the 22 and 25 C. II. c. 25, Lords of Manors, not under the (Jfr. 
^ee of Esquire, may by writing under their hands and seals appoint 
fame-keepers within their respective manors, who may kill conies* 
hares, &c. and other Game, and by the warrant of a Justice way searcK 
houses of personf prohibited to kill Game- 
It appears to your Committee, that the Sutute 28 and 23 C< II. is 
tht first instance, ^ther in our. Statutes, Reports, or Law Tre3,^ses> 
w which Lords of Manors are distinguished from other land owtiers* 
ia regard to Game. . 

The same Statute, section 3, confines the qualification to kill Gams 
tit j^npos, ^yjDg, laods of inheritance of lOOf. p^ annum, or leases 
19 R !£(». (to vlucli an added otlUr dekriptions of penonal qualified 
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#?M)its»n^ IWyWW •P'i laying s«ch qualific»tK)i^s,^r« declared ta>e 
-Bfr^fis 1^. allowed tq hafe or keep game dogs, 8^c, 
' The 22 and 23 C. II. c. 25, was followed, by 4 *ad ^ W, Mid SI, e. 
:^^ afKi the %%. G«o. |L c. 1% whic^i ens^qte^ B^^H!^.^ ^gi^^i^s^ V»^ua- 
%Si^» m^ ftQ^Ujt 5^gamst q»^li6e4 P^r^ons, w^o ^}ial:l buy, se\lj or 
«f <ir ta ^U, j!iHJ bitre, phe^ant^^pgrtp^ge, &q. Similar penalties ^r^ 
Jlb^ejji ^9i<^|^ ^gabiSii; uQquaUfie4 per^^s b^v^i^g ftaBip in thf>^ |«/|- 

Such «f>p^^« to f o»F Csmmm^ \o ^ the ^ate of the I^ws 1^ 
^specting g4m9» as they at pr^seat staad, Tb^ ^ WQus ^ind numb^rfe* 
Stai^otes which b*yf beep^napM uppn the whj^t^ *nd to which y©w 
Committee have not thought it requisite to allude, hs^ve not been lU^ 
!5biierYe4 by thew i bv|t seeigg ^t they are merely s^pplementa^y to 
those to whi^h yQm? CQH^miitce b§L^ »ade r^erence, they haye not fel( 
it important to enter into a detail of their enaptiQents. 

Your Committee can^Qt bu^ cpnpliide that, by the ccinonon Uv« 
§¥^y pos^eA^or of land ha^ aa excliisive rig^ rations soli to all thf 
animals^^s naturce found upon. hi$ land ; and that he may pursuit and 
JciU them himselfi.or amhorize any Q^fr person tQ pursue or kill them ; 
and. that he may now by the com^Qn law> whiph in so far continues 
unrestrained by any subsequent Statute^ support an action against any 
fier^n vho shall take, kill, of chase them. 

The gftatutes to which ypUr Committee have referred have, inlimi* 
tatioB §f the common law, subjected to penalties persons who, not 
halving certain quali£cati0ns> shall exercise their common-law right ; 
^ h|Hl they have not divested the posses&Or of his right, nor have the^ 
given power to any other person to exercise that right, withcmt tho 
f 0|is^nt of the possessor. 

. %% appears to your Committee, that the 22 and 23, C. II, has mereljr 
the effect qf exempting fr<un those liabilities which were previously 
f nii^te4 against unqualified persons, such game-keepers as shall receive 
f Ifjnptbn from them by the Lords of Manors (and which e^^emption 
Ae Aaid Lords of Manors are thereby empowered to give) ; but that 
the restraints npoii the sale of game equally aSect the entire commu* 

Your Committee conceive that, iu the present state of socie^ty, there 
is little probability that the Laws above referred \6 can continue ade- 
fQal» tQ the object for vhtck they ivere originally enacted. The 
^omm^^ial prosperity of the councry, the immjsnse accumulation of 
personal property, and the consequent habits of luxury and iindlU^ 
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gencC) operate ri a constant eicitement to tbnr itrfraction) which no 
legislative interfereiice that your Committee could recomnieiid ap- 
pears'likely tDCOunteract. 

- It appears that, undar (he-]fa«tent syuem, those possessors of land 
who fall within the statutable disqualifications feel little or no interesc 
in the preservation of the gamci and that they are less active in re- 
-presdng the baneful practice of poaching, than if they remained enti- 
tled to kill and enjoy the game found upon their own lands. Nor is it 
-unnatural to snpppse that the injury done to the crops, in those situsu 
tions where game Is superabundant, may induce the possessors of land 
thus circumstanced, rather to encourage than to suppress iUegal modes 
of destroy in g J (. 

The expediency of the present restraints upon the possessors of land 
appears further to your Comnuttee eitremely problematical. The 
game is maintained by the produce of the land, and ^our CoromittM 
ft net aware of anyralid grounds for continuing to withhold ^m the 
yotWHOTB of ^nd the enjoyment of that propnty which has appeared 
by the common law to belong to them. 

The.presenc-systemof Game X^ws produces the efiect of eneoaiiag- 
ing its illegal and irregular destruction by poachers, in whom on.iiv 
- tereet is thereby created to obtain a livelihood by systematic and ha* 
bitual infractions of the law. It -can hardly be necessary for yoor, 
Comtnictee to point out the mischievous influence of such a state upQOi 
the moral conduct of those who addict themselves to such practices {. 
to them may be readily traced many of the irregularities, and most of 
At crimes, ^ich are prevalent among the l9wer orders in agricultural 
districts. j 

Ytmr Committee hentate to recommend, at this late period of the 
sostiotb the introdaction of an immediate measare, upon a subject' 
vi^ch afiecU a variety of Interests f but they cannot alfstainfrWn ex- 
pressing a sanguine expectation, that by the future adoption of some 
suasure, founded upon the„|:^nciplB recogniwd, as yOtir CoRimitt^ 
conceive, by the common law, mach of the evils originating in dM 
present system of, the Game L^w& may be ultimKtety tenovod. : ' ^ 
Upon mature consideration of the premises, your Committee have? 
come to the following Resolution i - . , 

. Resolved, ... --:■<■: 

 That it is the opinion of this Committee, that sll game should li*!|> 
Ihe property of the person upon whose Unds such game should be. 
fflAiA ■■■--■ •<'■■■■:-■■ ^ '■"-.- _ 
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Again die county giiols of fingbnd are OTerflowirig ^dbi 
pos^jch^S) many of whos^ cases are marited with circumstances 
peculiarly desperate aiid atrocious. 

'" Previous to the two last sessions of Parliamentj in two several 
letters to you, I fully exposed the pernicious tendency of the Game 
lijawi as they npy stand, and the almost irresistible temptations 
to crime which l^hey hold outf. I endeavoured to mark, as I 
thought they deserved, the immorality and the utter absurdity of 
continuing an ohsoleie prohibition which the change in the state of 
society has actually converted into an encouragemei^, ibie practiad- 
result of which is simply to give the monopoly of a profitable traf-* 
£c to rogues and vagabonds^ and thus to epcourage the increase of 
those meritorious personages, while it exceedingly discourages the 
breed and preservation of game, which it is its ostensible object to 
protects 

' .AkhoQgh these facts are undeniable and unrefuted — nay, aldiough 
tbsy are confirmed and sidistantiated by the decision ahd report of 
a large ftnd eoKghtened committee of the House of Commons, 
unnytof whom were country gentlemen converted in spite of long- 
cherished prejudice, yet, strange to^y, every attempt to build up a 
better system upon sound and rational principles has hitherto be^n 
defeated in ParKament, And virhat is still more extrs^ordinary, , in 
proportion as a misapplied increase of severity has been found, l^r 
lead to its natural and necessary consequence^ the increase and 
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p^Qpagatioa.of.tbe crime, has it been nerenhdeGa ai^Ued in t^ite 
ef all experiencef but in the sapient expectation of repmting tW 
p&nce. 

Fev things have more excited my astonishmeDt than that such 
2 code of UwB should sttll be permitted to rear its head in su^ a 
country. As Englishmen we have many privileges and institutioifc 
wUich gloriously distinguish us not only from the slaves, but ffom 
thefiee-men of other countries; but in respect to our Game Law* 
we are really hehi«dHand wiUi the lowest slaves of the most des- 
potic governments in Europe. 

It is not however my intention to travel over again the ground 
which has beenMdretdy made good. I consider it as proved and 
admitted, and no longer open to a reasonable doubt, that the present 
Qame Laws are become in their actual operation oppressive and 
iVMiqi4»l»— 90 co^plftcdy inet^tual for their piofessed object as 
«vea. to have,* contrary tMideocy — iltogetber inspplifable to the 
present state of society in EnglaRd, s#d ahctve aU that they are thp 
iBiayttf^rfjtfrgitft of njore than half the brutal criims vrhkfa suin the 
Mmk of Dtir country viMtges- If *VJ oae slJU doubt the truth d( 
,^se assertions, h« is referred tq the UBap»w4ired Hgiunents et wf 
twq former leUers. VoleM Chf y ^le open to answer aad refutation, 
X apoDt think that in W«es like thes«y iirhen genuiite eawA feeHi^ 
i« widf If diSused through alt cUwesi so raMtrmous and gratuttonu 
4 blot wiU loi^ b« psnnitted tg rest iipofi our national poHty. 
. Jt is heweveTt atei I but W> true that in a nunerous commumtj 
nan} will have their judgmHtnts in^Mreeptihly biassed by thnr 
(uppoied iiKere&ts. Put it is alao consistent with a just obsena* 
tifm of huRMo afiain to petceivf^ that whenever m«i act upon die 
calculation of their supposed interests being in opposition ta dtp 
J^amt of justice and ntoicality, th«]f are always as mads mia- 
ff^n in their iitt«reits as they are: is their doty. 
, To show that thi» )s«q in the caat be&ie ua i« the Jnincipid eb> 
ject of this letter, m wbi^ Ihopeto dtovjKHiaacne indetaildHH 
1^ limits of tny fvrwvt lettera^mld allav, that aUpMtiei whow 
•tfttftfests ai« iuapy wa^ invioWea in the si^^cet would be mateiwUf 
-beitf^edby.a^n^vtUbecUion of the {treseBt sysUm, and that now 
could pHublyieGewttW least injlir)r<' . 
Thtt fiW puty ^Uflk 9MMI ^ (Mr Mtkt ift, the Jituled pioffU- 
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4or^ in m^QiB^' is vtrhtalfy (andj^ as $Qnf\e writers contends ^0% 
d»l36} vested thd property in the game upon the land. It is at firsyt 
sight natural to suppose that the^ persons looking into the statute- 
bpok, and finding an innm^n^e string of severe penal restrictions 
upon the invaders of this property, sq ma<?h beyond what the pron 
Section of other property of th« sam^ value is thought to require, i|t 
5s natural I say to suppose that they should conclude this at least tp 
«be free from invasion. Yet. i^is in puiut of fact more exposed to 
it than any other. Thi§ may appear perhaps inconsistent with 
reasonable expectation. 

. Why is it that the penalties upon saiuggling tea, suga^r, tobicco^ 
fand other taxed articles of general consumption, ate mote efficient ia 
repressing th« offence ? Prob^ibly, because by paying the duty the tv^ 
iicle may be had in an honest way. There is a competition between 
the fair and the unfs^r deeler, and the superior profit of the latter 
is inore than compensated by his risk of incurring the penalty. 
But if the importation and sale of tea> sugar» a^d tobacco^ were ab^ 
soltttely prohilnt^y sQ that they could Qnlj) be had ^ the smugger ^ 
I apprehend np penalties would be sufficient to prevent their introir 
duction and consumption, and that the moie severe the penalties^ 
the greater would be the encouragement afforded to the sniuggler. 
He would be assisted in the evasion of penalties by every oaee}i<- 
cept the revenue officer i indeed> nine teojths of the people would 
be partakers of the crime. Moreover* the law itself would be ap 
generally considered absurd and unjust* that no m^n ei ordinary 
feeling and understanding could hrmg bim$elf to enforce it again^ 
hJL9 neighbour. ^ 

Jus^ so of the Game I^aws : — ^ao long as EngUahnften, of all tb? 
Iften in Europe,,a3reaptuall| prohibited by tevere penalties fxam fairlj/ 
brii^ng to open market an artiele $o generally covet€4,by purcbar 
aers asgame^ the law pradidfUy says nothing more nor less thaa 
thi$, that the article shall be exclusively brought to market by the 
'I0{^r dealer; who is assisted in the evasion of the penalty by 
every individual save the lord of the manor | and who moreover 
.exoites 80 much compassion hi all other minds from the abeurditf 
and injustice of the law to which he is exposed* that in nine case^ 
<mt of ten the offenqe cannot be prosecuted to conviction^ It ia 
^\mm tOQ that t|«r higher the p^so^kiei^ the fre^iter ia^ encou^ 
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fageinent aiisihg from all these Causes, and the greater the teo^ta<4 
-troii to commit the ofience ; because, when it succeeds, its femune- 
tatidn.isso much the higher. Whereas were the matket fairly 
t)pen to tlie honest dealer, and the question Were only whether' he 
tlitiuld sell his commodity at a rate somewhat higher than the dis^ 
honest dealer, this difierence might easily be compensated by • 
thaderate penalty, which no man would hesitate in enforciug, be? 
Cause it would be considered both just and necessary, and which 
would therefore be realty efiectual in represung the offence. 
t7nder this system too nine tenths of the community would be 
ndisted (as in all other cases) against the dishonest dealer, instead 
of in his favor. The purveyor, the purchaser, and the consumer, 
would certainly prefer procuring the same article Without risk of a 
penalty than with it ; and the interest of the occupier of the land 
would be to watch and repress the invader of a property now ren- 
dered of some value to him, instead of encouraging tliem to destroy 
what was previously an unprofitable nuisance. 
' From this reasoning I venture to conclude, that there is scarcely 
"any conceivable system of legislation, except that merciful and sa- 
pient one which goes by the name of the Game Laws, that could 
Tender the proprietors of land insecure in the enjoyments arising 
'out of the possession of game. . 

I have often contrasted in my mind iht relative comfort on the 
one hand of the Squire sitting in his parlour with an angry brow, 
and receiving the daily return of spikes, steel traps and spring guns, 
of attorneys' bills for prosecuting and imprisoning poachers ; of 
petitions from their destitute wives and children, of gamekeepers 
fettered and fastened to trees by the poacliers' wires, or of poachers 
and keepers maimed and slaughtered together in indiscriminate 
combats in the dark ; and, above all, daily aggravated reports of the 
increasing hatred to himself, and augmented brutality, profligacy, 
•and ferocity towards each other, of the villagers whose moraHtnd 
- political welfare it is his duty to consult ; — and, on the other hand, 
the same Squire under an ameliorated system, inviting his friends 
to walk with him in his woods without fear of endangering their 
lives, promoting the pecuniary as well as the moral interests of hb 
^ighbouTs and tenants by afibrding them a profitable artlcls for 
sale as well as for rKreation, securing to himself by the bett^df all 
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securities an ample supply for his own amusepaentf and^^ by the 
transfer of the sale of game from the nightly thief to the fair dealeri 
at ^whose expence it is reared^ gradually reclaiming the fprmef 
t6 the pursuits of regular industry, and the c^ of their familiesj 
and (allowing time for the change of inveterate habits) seeing^a, 
lasting peace established on his property between the rival armies pjFt 
gamekeepers and poachers-^and| above all, resting his own recrea- 
tkm and amusement upon a solid foundation of love and afFectioni 

.  - ' ^  

of good order and morality, an^ong his neighbours and dependents^ , 
Finally, with reference tp the interests of the landed proprietor, 
^ere is one position which appears to me quite conclusive* The, 
supply of game in the market is at f resent equal £0 the demand^ 
9XiA is never likely to exceed it ; an alteration of the laxv would not 
msterially increase the demand ; — ^underboth systems therefore the. 
quantity sent to market would be nearly the same, and under th^^ 
amended system a quantity at least equal to the present would b^ 
left upon the land. 

It follows then as the total result of these positions, that with 
respect to the quantity sold from the land or retained upon it, an 
. alteration of system would produce but little difference; the princi- 
pal alteration effected would be in the mode in which the transfer 
is made — ^it would be taken out of the hands of the rogue and put 
into those of the honest man ; a corrupting, clandestine and dis- 
graceful traffic would be replaced by a fair and open trade* It 
would be a solecism indeed in politics, if any but the rogues could ^ 
be losers by such a change, or if the present loss should turn out 
otherwise than aii ultimate gain even to the rogues, both in a mpral. 
and pecuniary point of view, * .. \ 

'' But it has been said, that this scheme for niaking game a saleable 
property, is nothing else but a project for increasing the profits of 
tJie landed proprietor at the expense of the amusements of the rest 
6{ the community. Now this I venture to deny. 

The proprietor may now prevent any man from coming upon, 
nlir land to take game, and does in fact prevent those whose object . 
Is merely amusement. It is only the nocturnal depredator whom 
"utidear the preserit system he cannot effectuiilly repress. And 
^surely as against hiniy it !s mbre equitable that whatever .trifllxjg 
■profit iriay accrue from flbe sale o^ game, should be, enjoyed by 
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Mm at miiiais»«spWte the article il prodaeed and maintained, than 
by him «hd has no title to it whatever bat theft and robbery! 
l^en as to the probable prqfify vpon game, it is quite idle to sup- 
jKMe riiat the vahiffttf game wiH e*er so far exceed the value of 
cottt> as to induce cultivaton to saorffiCe the last for the sake of 
the first. The tendency of wild animals to multiply will, as at 
ptnent, pTodute under reasonable protection a moderate numbet 
ati the land ; and the alteration contended for, would at once give 
to the owner a fair remuneration for the expense of rearing them 
and nothing ffli^v, and would afford to the rest of society a resource 
tf honest and heallhy recreation. 

This brings under ou| ttlitice the second party whose interests 
ale iMvolvied in tbis question — namely, the residents in towns, and 
commercial or monied men without land, who wish occasionally 
to indulge in the recreation ijf sporting, and who I decidedly 
think ought tobt qualified to do so. At present, without the per- 
mission of the landed proprietor, which he is not often willing to 
grant, they cannot enjoy the recreation, and even viith permission 
they transgress the law b;r carrying a giui. But under an amended 
system the land^owner or his tenant (if not restricted] might, for a 
moderate pecuniary consideration, (less than the risk now incurred 
iA taking a days |poit,) permit the townsman to take lus recreation 
and carry off the produce of his amusement. And surely this 
vTould be a much in6re satisfactory footing for all the parties eon- 
cMVEd. 

There is howevtl- Still a third party concerned, namely, the 
sttiall landed proprietor with just what the Game Laws style a 
fualtfication to sport, who, having not sufficient land of his own to 
atfbrd him recreation, trespasses upon that of his neighbouis, and 
is Only amenable to a circuitous process for the remedy of the 
owner. This person would certainly be curtailed In his amuso 
ments by ^ny direct pTot^ttion afforded to game as property, and 
Would be placed upon the sartie footing with the townsman or 
monied capitalist. But give me leave to ask, is it not perfectly 
reasonable thj[ he should be so placed ? Unless he can show that 
dw possession of a specific sort of property gives him an equitable 
titte to invade the property of others, there can be but one answer 
to this question. In fact the privilege he enjoys is a mere remnant 
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of feudality, which e?eti upon feudal printiplM tefefideted '6bdc^ 
lete by the diminution in the value of money. 

I have so fully discussed the interests of the purchasers arid 
consumers of game in my two former letters, chat it is unnecessary 
to add any thing here upon that part of the question. 
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And now, my dear Sir, give me leave to ask if the supporters of 
the present system have one reasonable motive either of public or 
private interest for the course they are pursuing ? Will they not at 
length admit that the enormous and atoitted evils of the Game 
Laws are a perfectly gratuitous addition to the vice and misery of 
their country ; and that a perseverance in support of them may 
justly fall under the same imputation which was aflSxed by one of 
our old writers to the character of a common swearer — namely, 
that «* he is one who sells the Devil the best pennyworth that he 
meets with anywhere, and, like the Indians that part widi gold for 
glass beads, endangers his conscience for the Iighte«t trifles imagin- 
able," Nay, the supporter of the Game Laws appears open to % 
deeper reproach than this ; for he endangers th^ consciences of 
othersi, without even getting a glass bead in return ; while gold 
both allegorical and substantial would reward his accession to a 
more reasonable system. 
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